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Re: CC Docket No. 96-98

Dear Ms. Salas:

The attached letter from Ernest Bush, Assistant Vice-President of BellSouth
Telecommunications was sent on August 16,1999 to Lawrence Strickling, Chief
of the Common Carrier Bureau. Copies of the letter were also sent to: Robert
Atkinson, Deputy Chief of that Bureau; Carol Mattey, Chief of that Bureau's
Policy and Program Planning Division; Jake Jennings of the Policy and Program
Planning Division; Dorothy Atwood, Legal Advisor to Chairman Kennard; Linda
Kinney, Legal Advisor to Commissioner Ness; Kyle Dixon, Legal Advisor to
Commissioner Powell; Sarah Whitesell, Legal Advisor toCommissioner Tristani;
and \/Villiam Bailey, Legal Advisor to Commissioner Furchtgott-Roth.

Please note that we are filing under seal Attachment A and Attachment B of the
Bush letter as material "CONFIDENTIAL - SUBJECT TO PROTECTIVE
ORDER." See Order in CC Docket No. 96-98, DA-99-1536, released August 5,
1999. Subject to the terms of the protective order, parties wishing to review the
requested confidential information may do so at the offices of BellSouth D.C.,
1133 21 st Street, NW, Suite 900, Washington, D.C. 20036.
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In accordance with Section 1.1206(b)(1), I am filing two copies of this notice and
that ex parte in the docket identified above. If you have any questions
concerning this, please call me at 202.463.4113.

Sincerely,

~uka~; 4~
Kathleen B. Levitz
Vice President - Federal Regulatory

Attachment

cc: Lawrence Strickling
Robert Atkinson
Carol Mattey
Jake Jennings
Dorothy Atwood
Linda Kinney
Kyle Dixon
Sarah Whitesell
William Bailey
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August 16, 1999

Lawrence Slrickliilg.chief
Policy &: Program Division
Common Carrier Bureau
445 1211I Street SW, Room 5.c450
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Slrickling:

BELLsaJTH
SUit. 900
11332111 Str..t, N.W.
WUIlington, D.C. 20038
(202)~100

Outlined below is BeIlSouth's proposal for a test to resolve whether dedicated
transport elements, including traasport elements used to provide special access, qua!ify
for unbundling under section 25 I(dX2). M required by the Supreme Court's Iowa
Utilities BOQI'd opinion, the test would mandate unbundling of incumbent LEC transport
facilities wherever a transport alternative does not exist and would result in no
unbundling mandate where a transport alternative does exists. Where unbundling would
not be required, CLECs would be free to negotiate for transport with the alternative
provider(s) and the incumbent LEC, which would be-free to provide transport pursuant to
business reasons rather than regulatory requirements. This letter describes the test, its
application and the results ofapplying it based on BeIlSouth's currently available data.

Special Access Facilities

The primary elements used to provide special access service are dedicated
transport from wire centers to IXC POPs, 1 "entrance facilities" in special access terms,
interoffice transport and end user premises "channel terminations." These facilities are
dedicated to providing eltchange access service only. The Commission has not yet
resolved the issue, currently pending before it, ofwhether transport network elements
used solely to provide access should be subject to the Act's unbundling provisions.z M
spelled out in a recent BellSouth letter. the Commission has at least the legal authority, if
not the duty, to refrain &om unbundling dedicated access facilities at present3

I An !XC Poiator1'l_ (POP) is die dem-.doD point betwea e local aDcIe 10111 distance networlc.
See 47 C.P.a. § 69.2 (qq).
1 Third Order 011 Recaasidota lUG aad Furthar NOllce ofPropoled RuJemaJrq~__taIiOa oflbe
Local~~ iD dieT!*i9P'~Act of 1996, 12 PCC 12460, 12462. 12494
96 (1 ~-* ¥. FCC, 1S3 i.3as97rCir. 199Ix:'LocaICom,.mton 1'1drd Orr*' 0"

RecOM~urlbtItNPRM Nib "COIIIIIIIIIt 011w~ raqueednl c:arrlen may use dedlc.....
t1'IIIIpOIt fal:iIltiea to~ or1IIlIlla* inlnxchanp trIftk to customen to whom lbe requestiDI
carrier does DOt JIIO'Iide 10caI f!!!Ilhwnp 1eI'¥ice").
, Leller Il'om WUliIm 8IrfteId (BeUSoulb) to La_ SlricldlDI (FCC), Doeket No. 96-91, ftled August
9,1999.



However, should the Commission elect to apply the Act's unbundling provisions
to special access elemen~, those elements, like any other network element, must meet the
requirements ofsection 2SI(d)(2) before their unbundlini can be mandated.· Section
2S I(dX2) allows unbundlini ofnon-proprietary elements only if the requesting carrier's
ability to "provide the services that it seeks to offer" would be impaired.4 Carriers
seeking to demonstrate that special access facilities should be unbundled must
demonstrate that, absent unbundling, their ability to offer the services they seek to offer ~

in this case, the special access services that the facilities are dedicated to providing -
would be impaired.

There is no factual evidence in the record that would sugest that CLECs would
be impaired in their ability to offer special access services without a regulatory
entitlement to incumbent LEC special access facilities at cost-based prices. Where
CLECs have addressed dedicated transport issues, they have limited their cases to the
interoffice link between incumbent LEC wire centers. The record is thus bare ofsupport
for any finding of impairment on the transport link between POPs and incumbent LEC
wire centers.

The absence of factual evidence of impairment should be no surprise becalllC
.CLECs (and CAPs before them) have been successtUl1ycom~ in the special access
arena for more than a decade without access to unbundled incumbent LEC special access
network elements. As ALTS explains, "[b]eginnini in the late 1980s, the competitive
access providers (''CAPS'') began to construct fiber ring facilities in the central business
districts of many urban areas in order to supply the IXCs and their customers with
alternatives to ILEC provided special access services.'" The Commission and the market
have long recognized that these CAP networks provide alternatives to incumbent LEC
facilities. The Commission has been actively encouraging the growth of facilities-based
special access competition from CAPs since well before the 1996 Act was passed.6

The degree ofcompetition for special access services and the presence of
alternative facilities to those of incumbent LECs led ALTS to counsel the Commission
that" lilt is in the switched services that new carriers are finding barriers to entry and
bottlenecks that prohibit their growth .... There are not sisnificant issues for new
entrants relative to dedicated services."7

Definition ofTraaspor! Network Facilities

• 47 U.S.C. § 251(d)(2)(B).
l Dllliel Kelly, "Denp1ItioD ofSpeeiai~ servtcea: Timiq Is Everydlill.." ALTS White Paper,
Docket No. 96-262, tUed July 25. 1999, It 7.
• Su. In tJw M-. of&tpas fedI~_tIon wldl Local TeJ.p/tt1M COIff(JtII9' Facllit/# and
A~oft. Pan 69 AUowtIDn ofa-aJ SIIpfJOI't Facility COlli, CC Docket Nos. 91·1411Dd 92
222, Rqort and 0tWr andNotiuofhopowJ~,7 FCC Red 7369, 7451-55 (1992); In tJw
Mat1M' ofExpaItd«JI~_tIon witII Local T..," COIff(JtII9' Facll/tNII, CC DockII No. 91.141
(Trt1If8[X111 P"-I), Second RIpon and 0tWr and T1IirdN. ofhopowJR..Ie_,*", 1 FCC Red
7374,7423·25 (1993).
7 ALTS Comments, In the MIaer ofLocal Comp!!!i!loD survn. CC Docket No. 91-141. filed June I, 1991,
at 3, 9 (empbais added).
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The Commission has defined dedicated transport as "incumbent LEC
transmission facilities dedicated to a particular customer or carrier that provide
telecommunications between wire centers owned by incumbent LECs or requesting
telecommunications carriers, or between switches owned by ~umbent LECs or
requesting telecommunications carriers.''' This definition does not specifically include
transport between incumbent LEC wire centers and IXC POPs.9 Similarly, when
Congress defined Bell company obligations to unbundle transport under section 271, it
included only switched transport, excluding dedicated (unswitched) transport between
incumbent LEC wire centers and IXC POPs. 10

Should the Commission subject special access network elements, including
specifically the link between incumbent LEC wire centers and IXC POPs, to analysis
under section 25 I(dX2), the definition above would have to be amended. The link
between the incumbent LEC wire center and an IXC POP should be defined separately
from the general definition of local dedicated transport because this link has long been
subject to separate regulation by the Commission and the competitive and regulatory
environment surrounding it is distinct.

The Test

BellSouth's proposed test looks to whether CLECs have alternatives to incumbent
LEC dedicated transport on particular routes. Consistent with the Supreme Court's order,
where an alternative exists, no unbundling of incumbent LEC transport would result.

Incumbent LEC dedicated transport facilities would not be unbundled under
section 251 :

(I) between incumbent LEC wire centers in which alternative providers are
collocated and which are served by alternative transport facilities, and

(2) between an incumbent LEC wire center and an IXC POP where an alternative
provider is collocated at the incumbent LEC wire center and the wire center is
served by alternative transport facilities.

This test provides an accurate and conservative measure of whether a CLEC would be
impaired without unbundled incumbent LEC dedicated transport facilities because it

• 47 C.F.R. § $l.319(d)(1).
• The Commission did diIc:uu lbe unbuDdled provision of1I'IIIsport to !XC POPS in its Local Com~ltion
Order. Fint Report IIIId Order, g .....r oflbe Local Comp!lilioa Provision in lbe
TelCCOD!!!!'mic;:a Act, 11 FCC Red 1504 ;1m., 440, VlIllIlIId in _Iowa Utilitioa Board v. FCC,
120 F. 3d 753 ( Cir. 1997), ~'d inJ)llt, aft'd inllll!lIIb-. ATotTCog. v.lowa Utilitioas!1119 S
Ct 721 (1999). However, U set out IIbove, wbelber cledh idIloi ftIcilitieI used to provide-. U
traDsport to !XC POPs, are evenlllbject to lbe Ace's UIIbuncIl1II& provisioas, ism i.- still pendinl before
the CoDllllission. Sa LocalC~ Third Order on RilcOMlMratJon.
10 47 U.S.C. § 271(cX2)(BXv).
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looks to the presence ofalternative facilities at particular points, indicating the presence
ofalternative transport between those points. Interoffice transport between two
incumbent LEC wire centers would not be unbundled only ifboth wire centers were
served by alternative facilitics and alternative providers were collocated in each office.

Special access entrance facilitics providing transport between incumbent LEC
wire centers and IXC POPs arc broken out separately because whctbcr alternative
transport present in an incumbent LEC wire center actually runs to an IXC POP is not
information to which the incumbent LECs arc privy. However, it is more than reasonable
to assume that alternative transport facilitics entering an incumbent LEC wire center
provide transport to IXC POPs for at least the three reasons set out below. Certainly,
there is no record evidence to the contrary.

First, providing links from particular incumbent LEC wire centers to POPs has
been a focus ofalternative transport construction for over a decade. In its comments, MCI
WorldCom explains that "[a]lternative providers have focused their investments on one
type of link - the 'enttanee facility. ,,,I These providers have built extensive fiber rings
in urban and suburban areas throughout the country. 12 All but admitting that there arc
substantial alternativcs to incumbent facilitics linking wire centers and POPs, MCI
WoridCom contrasts the availability ofalternativcs for these entrance facilities with the
"very few alternativcs" it believcs exist for the link between incumbent LEC end
offices. I]

Alternative provider business plans focus on providing links to POPs within an
area, relardlcss ofthe particular carriers involved, because POPs arc nodcs where large
amounts of traffic and therefore revenue arc concentrated. NextLink "dcsign[s] each
network to connect the maximal number ofbusincsscs,long distance carriers' points of
presence and ILEC principal central offices in the area to be scrved.,,14 GST
Telecommunications "designs its networks with a ring architecture with connectivity to
the ILEe's central officcs, POPs oflong distance carriers and large concentrations of

11 MCI WorldComm CommenD It64.
11 As set out in tile UNE Facl Rqort, 46 oftbe top SO MSAJ have It t.- 3 altemative fiber providers.
149 of tile top ISO MSAs have It teat _ a1temIIive fiber facility. Nelrly 75% of tile top ISO MSAJ
already have 3 CLEC fiber providers; SS% have 4. P. Huber and Eo Leo UNE Fact Reporl, Prepared for
Ameritedl, BeD Atlantic, BeI1Soudl, GTE, sse, and US West, alIlIChed to the comments ofthe United
States Telephone Associlrioa, 111 the M_of/~ofthe Local Competiti01ll'nNisi01l$ in the
Te/ecomlflll1lictlti01l$ Act of1996, CC Docket No. 96-98, filed May 26, 1999 lit Appendix B. No perty bas
taken issue with the ICCUrICY of tbe UNE Fact Rsport's city-by-eity Iistin& ofaltemative transport
facilities.
" 1d ALTS simiWiy admilS tbIt "an inveatiption of_ facilities may show tbIt !LECs have lost
significllllt market share in a pIIticu.. wire_. DmieI Kelly, "DereguJaricIa ofSpecial Acc.a
services: Timlq is EVerytbiJll," ALTS WbIte PIper, Docket No. 96-262, filed June 2S, 1999 It 14. ALTS
goes on to eautioII tbat die compeIiIiveIIeu ofdie liDk__wire ceaten IIId POPs shou1d not provide a
basis for dereauJatina an entire speeiaI_ .-vice, iDcludinl iDlerofftce tr-.port and channel
tenninations. Tbis simply reiDfarces the 1eptimIcy ofBeUSoutb's propoIed tal, because, where sltisfied,
it would remove only particu1ar t\nb, in tb\s CMe, tbe wire _ to pop IiDk.
14 NextLink CommuniCllllons, Inc. Form IQ-K cI8IIed Man:h 29, 1999 It 1t.
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telecommunications intensive end-users,',ls Similarly, ICG's "designs a ring architecture
with a view toward making the network accessible to the largest concentration of
telecommunications-intensive businesses in a given market.... The Company's networks
are constructed to access long distance carriers...16

Second, alternative providers sell transport to and among POPs, demonstrating
that their networks link incumbent wire centers with multiple POPs ofdifferent carriers.
For example, Time Warner Telecom "provides dedicated transport between local
exchange carrier central offices and customer designated POPs ofan IXC" as well as
lines "linking the Points of Presence ofone IXC or the POPs ofdifferent IXCs in a
market, allowing the POPs to exchange transmissions for transport."17 Similarly, e.spire
provides "alternative local access to long distance carrier networks,',18

Third, IXCs have considerable flexibility to locate and link POPs. This creates
the potential for extensive transport networks providing alternatives to incumbent LEC
transport. IXCs have acted to more than fulfill this potential by, among other things,
deploying substantial numbers of POPs. For example, the Big Three IXCs collectively
have established 244 POPs in Atlanta, 302 in S.E. Florida, 57 in Charlotte, NC and 38 in
Birmingham, AL. IXCs can provide transport among POPs over their own networks or
obtain it through alternative provider services linking POPs, like the POP·to-POP service
provided by Time Warner Telecom described immediately above.

The following diagrams illustrate the application ofBellSouth's proposed test.
The first diagram treats transport between incumbent LEC wire centers. The second
treats transport between incumbent LEC wire centers and POPs.

DIAGRAM 1

TRANSPORT BETWEEN INCUMBENT LEC WIRE CENTERS

CLEC
ColJoeadoll

A

c

CLEC

Fiber

CLEC

B
Fiber

CLEC
ColJendo.

D

" ~rr:eilieCOl;;o;miillt1iiiuiiftiC;;m.OlII,;;;:"1inciiE'1.~orm 10-K. daWd March 12, 1999,IIl':.
16 ICG CommunicadOlll, Inc. Form Io-K. daWd MIIdl31, 1998, at 10.
P Time WamerTelecom LLC Form 100k daWd MIIdl3t, 1999 at 6.
1. E.spire Special Access Service Marked.. Information at I, available at
<http:'·www2.espire.neltproductS!voiceisoecial access.cfrn>
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In the example set out in diagram I, transport between incumbent wire centers A
and B would not be unbundled because alternative facilities exist at the two offices,
indicating that alternative transport is available. Transport between wire centers C and 0
would be unbundled, as there is no current alternative between these points. Transport
from C to A and from C to B and from 0 to A and from 0 to B would also be unbundled,
Thus, a CLEC could obtain unbundled dedicated transport between any wire centers
without alternatives and from any wire center without an alternative to any wire center
with an alternative provider, Transport between wire centers A and B could be obtained
from an alternative provider or from the incumbent LEC, at terms based on competition
rather on regulatory mandate.

DIAGRAM 2

TRANSPORT BETWEEN INCUMBENT LEC WIRE CENTERS 8& POP

A

CLEC

B
Fiber

CUe:;
COUoatioD

In the example set out in diagram 2, unbundled transport would be available from
wire center A to the POP because no alternative transport facilities exist. Transport from
wire center B to the POP would not be available on an unbundled basis.

llesylts QfApplyips The Test

In BellSouth's region there are 1,558 wire centers. Attachment A, which contains
contideatial information and is subject to the protective order entered in this docket, sets
out the Dumber ofactuaI8Dd pending alternative transport facilities and the number of
actual and pending collocation arrangements in each ofBellSouth's wire centers, along
with other information. OfBellSouth's wire centers, 302 or 19 percent have at least one
actual or pending collocation arrangement and one actual or pending alternative entrance
facility. Applying the test set out above, BellSouth's dedicated transport facilities linking
these offices to each other and to IXC POPs could not be unbundled under section
25 I(d).

'.
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Eighty-one percent ofBeIlSouth's wire centers do not have alternative transport
and collocation. Transport to and from these offices would be unbundled under section
2S 1(d) and provided at cost-based prices. Thus, CLECs could obtain unbundled transport
at cost·based prices between these offices as well as between these offices and the 19
percent ofBellSouth's wire centers that do have alternative transport facilities and
collocation. Transport at cost-based prices would also be available between offices
without alternative entrance facilities and collocation and IXC POPs. CLEC would be
able to obtain cost-based dedicated transport on any route where no alternative is
indicated.

Additional Points

Several additional aspects ofBellSouth's proposed test are discussed below.

I) The test measures whether section 2SI(d)(2)'s impair standard is met on a
point-to-point basis. All the parties to this proceeding appear to agree that
dedicated transport is a point-to-point service that is available or not between
particular points. 19

2) The test measures whether an alternative exists in an incumbent LEC wire
center based on the presence ofalternative transport facilities and collocation.
As set out in Attachment A, BellSouth has inventoried actual and pending
alternative entrance facilities and collocation in its wire centers. Alternative
entrance facilities, whether CLEC, CAP or other, are fiber facilities entering
BellSouth wire centers and terminating in a collocation space.20 These fiber
facilities provide an alternative to BellSouth's transport facilities. There are
no meaningful time or cost impediments to utilizing these alternative transport
facilities.

3) Generally, alternative entrance facilities consist of two fiber sheaths,
indicating that the provider has a fiber ring or is providing at least some route
diversity. The fiber sheaths commonly contain 24 strInds of fiber.
Depending on the electronics attached, these fiber facilities can carry huge
amounts oftraffic. Thus, the capacity ofthese transport alternatives cannot be
an issue.

4) Alternative fiber facilities entering BellSouth wire centers are being used
extensively today to provide transport. Attachment B, which contains

19 See, e.g.. AT&T Reply CommeDlllt 130; COVIdCommelllut4S; BeIlSoutb Comments at 49.
20 Generally an alternative JlIOYicI-'s fiber termiJWes in its coUocalioll spece, but tbls is not universally
lJ'Ue. At times, one provider's fiber tenniJWes in IIIIOl1Ier's coUocalioll spII:e. AItemative providen C8II

and do oIwe collocatioa spece, IDd may aIIo~ seperate coUocalioll spece within • win!_.
Thus, one provider's fiber ficility may servelbe tnmsport oeeds ofmultiple providers.
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" "

confidential infonnation and is subject to the protective order entered in this
docket, provides infonnation on actual usage ofalternative transport facilities
located in BellSouth wire centers. For example, BellSouth provides OS3
loops (channel tenninations) between its wire centers and end users. CLECs
and other providers can purchase these loops and c~mbine them with their
own transport facilities. On a region-wide basis, 27".4 ofthese OS3 loops are
cross-connected to col1ocation spaces. Transport for the traffic on these OS3s
is currently provided over alternative facilities. In 5 BellSouth LATAs, over
50".4 of these OS3s are cross connected to collocation spaces. Ofcourse, even
these percentages understate the presen<:e of transport alternatives because
they do not reflect the significant amounts ofspecial access traffic that simply
by-passes the incumbent LEC network altogether.

5) The proposed test assumes that alternative providers will sell transport to one
another at wholesale and also interconnect their local networks. Beyond
common sense and section 251(a)'s legal requirement ofinterconnectioD, the
facts show the reasonableness of this assumption. There is substantial
evidence that these alternative providers are selling and will sell service to
each other. First, the record in this proceeding demonstrates that there is a
market for alternative transport today. According to MCI WorldCom's
comments filed in this UNE Remand proceeding, MCI WorldCom uses
alternative local transport facilities to reach 1,200 incumbent LEC end
offices.21 1,200 end offices is a very substantial number, sufficient to blanket
the nation's top metro areas. Covad uses transport alternatives for more than
15% ofits transport needs.22

In addition to the evidence above concerning alternative provider sales of
transport services, Attachment C contains press reports ofCLECs providing
local transport service and/or capacity to other CLECs. These reports show
the following: Metromedia provides local capacity in Dallas, New York City
and other large metros across the U.S. to various CLECs including Time
Warner, Allegiance, Hyperion and Focal; KMC supplies dedicated local
access service to MCI WorldCom in at least 18 markets; Williams supplies
Frontier with local fiber ring capacity in at least four cities, and Qwest leases
special access facilities from ICO Communications.

Finally, the FCC's 1998 Local Competition Survey bears all this out. That
survey reports that alternative providers account for about 14% ofthe private
line and special access service sold to other carriers for resale. This means
that a substantial part ofthe dedicated transport services sold at wholesale are
sold by alternative providers.23

21 MCI WorldCOIIl Commllda II 64.
22 Covad CommeDls It Sectioa m.B.
n This perc:ea1Bp cerlainIy undeailllllllll the extIlDt ofCLBC aItematives. Flnt, the Commission doeI not
collect tram CLBCs sysleIIWic iDformIItIoII tbat would provide for 1CClIIUl .... 1991 Local Competition
Survey It 3 ("the Commission, howevtr, ptben almost DO sysWlJWic iDfonIIIIion tram new entnlllS''),
Second, the percelltap above doeI Dot include self-supply oftrIIISp01't. Third, the pereeotap is a
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6) BellSouth's proposed test also reflects the fact that CAPs and CLECs have
been making buildlbuy decisions on special access elements for over a decade.
This has led to substantial investment in competitive transport facilities.
Allowing substitution of unbundled network elements under the
Commission's prescribed TELRIC methodology for special access will reduce
incentives for CLECs to continue constructing these alternative networks.

As set out above, the Commission should not apply section 2S 1.(d)' s unbundling
provisions to network facilities used to provide special access services. Should the
Commission proceed to do so, however, dedicated transport and special access elements
can be unbundled under the Act only when the requirements of section 2SI(d)(2) are met.
Where there are alternatives to incumbent LEC transport facilities between particular
points, section 2SI(d)(2)'s impairment standard is not met. BellSouth's proposed test
correctly implements section 2S I(d)(2) by looking directly to the presence ofalternatives.
Consistent with the 1996 Act and the Supreme Court's opinion, BeIlSouth's test would
provide CLECs access to unbundled dedicated transport and transport to !XC POPs at
cost-based prices wherever a transport alternative does not exist.

..
Sincerely,

~ Iv. ~, Cf- /t!t.
Ernest L. Bush, Jr.
Assistant Vice President
BellSouth Telecommunications

nationwide one, even though CLEC filcilities are conc:enIrated in puticu1u' Iocallllllrketa. 8«. e.g.. In re
Application ofTelepon Co_icatiorv GrrnqI. Inc.. Trartsj'erol'. arrJAT&TCarp.• Transfrree. fOl'
Consent to Transfer Control ofCorporation 's Holding Point·to-Point~ Licenses and
AuthOl'lziatl01l8 to Provide Int_tioIIal Fac/lltles-Baud arrJ Resold Commurticatlo1l8 Services, CC Docket
No. 98-24, ~anduIIf Opinion arrJOrtkr, 13 FCC Red 15236, 15257·58 (1998). Thus, far IlION than
15% of transport sold at wbolesa1e in urban areas comes tTom altematives to incumbent LECs..
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AboveNet fac. suit over me...r wit~ Metromedla
2·Jul-1999 .- An "alleged stockholder" ofAboveNet Communications has filed a class-action suit to
halt the planned buyourut'the finn by dark-fiber operator Metromedia Communications, AboveNet
said today. The suit claims that AboveNet directors "breached their fiduciary duties to stockholders in
approving, subject to stockholder approval, the previously announced merger." AboveNet said it
believes the suit is without merit.

Metromedla pla08101 bay of AboveNet .
23-1un-l999 .- New York·based dark-fiber provider Metromedia Fiber Network has agreed to buy
Internet networking finn AboveNet Communications ofSan lose, CaIi£ Under terms of the deal,
AboveNet shantholden stand to get 1.175 shares ofMetromedia stock for each AboveNet share they
surrender. Once the deal is done AboveNet shareholders will control about a 16.5 petCent stake in
Metromedia. AboveNet plans to use capacity alonl Metromedia networks in the United States and
EU!QPtl to route Internet traffic.

Metromedla .... partaerUJp witII Focal
IS·lun·l999 - New York City-baaed dark fiber company Metromedia Fiber Network IDe. today
announced the signing ofa 2a-year agreement valued at a minimum on57 million to provide dark
fiber to Focal Communications Corp, a Chicqo.bascd CLEC. Under terma ofthe qreenllDt, Focal
will pin ICCesa to.hip-speed, high-bandwidth, local loop inftastructure acrou all ofMetromedia's
tier one metropolitan markets in the United States.

Mitromedla ... agreemeat witII Bell Atludc
14-1un-l999 -- New York City-based dark ftber CLEC firm Metromedia Fiber Network IDe. and
RBOC Bell Atlantic this morning announced they have signed an agreement that enables Metromedia
to implement dark fiber connectivity within all Bell Atlantic central offices. Under terma ofthe
agreement, Metromedia will install hundreds ofdark fibers in Bell Atlantic's central office&, but will
not be required to locate the lines in a separate collocation cage. The two companies will initially

.conduct a trial ofthe service in five Bell Atlantic central offices in New York City, with plans to
offer connections in more than 100 Bell Atlantic facilities in New York City, Philadelphia,
Washington, D.C. and Boston.

Metromedla upucls Ia o.......y
10-Jun-l999 .- New York-baaed Metromedia Fiber Network this morning announced plans to expand
its local-service operations in Germany with metro area fiber networks in Stuttgart and Cologne.
Meanwhile, the carrier says it baa begun on its previously annouuced long-haufnetwork in Germany
connecting 13 markets to its Fraaktbrt intnIcity system. The construction is being handled through
Metromedia's German subsidiary, Metromedia Fiber Network GmbH.

Metromedla .. pact witII COIIIdIIco
9-Jun-l999 - New York-baaed dark-fiber CLEC firm Metromedia Fiber Network has formed an
alliance with Comdisco to otTer busineII-continuity services to eIlmprite customers. In particular, .
the firms plan to market their combined otTerinp initially in New Yark, then expand Dationwide.

Metromedla .. ftINr deal witII Laceat
8-Jun-l999 - Dark-fiber CLEC firm Metlomcdia Communications has liDed a deal with Lucent

.Technologies topping $100 million for the deployment ofLucent's TrueWave RS-brmd fiber cabling
in the United States and Europe. The contrICt includes Lucent's new AccuRibbon DuctSaver+- design
that doubles the capacity ofthe TrueWave fiber. Metromedia plans to install more than a million fiber
miles throughout North American and Europe.

NEXTLINK oII'en services Ia aadH'. captlal
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CLEC News Page 2 of9

2-Jun-1999 .- Bellewe, Wash.,·based CLEC firm NEXTLINK. Communications this morning said it
has opened for business in the Washington, D.C., metto area. In particular, the carrier is targeting
smaH and mid-sized businesses in the District, as well as in northern VirainiL NEXTLINI< plans to
grow its Washinaton network to more than 16,500 fiber miles. Meanwhile, NEXTLINK. is providing
long-haul service between Washington and New York through an agreement with c1arIc-fiber provider
Metromedia Fiber Network.

Metromedla aad Williams I. capacity de....
24-May-1999 -- Dark-fiber CLEC firm Mettomedia Fiber Network ofNew York City today'
announced a pact with long-haill carrierWilliams Communications ofTulu, OklL, for capacity
along intercity links connecting Metromedia's city-wide systems in several markets. Meanwhile,
Williams has picked Mettomedia as its primary vendor of intracity c1arIc fiber in all current and future
Tier One markets served by MettomediL The deal gives Williams immediate access to hundreds of
buildings along Metromedia's systems.

Metromedla p....101 TOI'OIIto aetwork
12-May-l999 -- New York-based dark-fiber provider Mettomedia Fiber Network today said it plans
to deploy network facilities in Toronto. Also, the carrier has signed a series ofagreements to lease
dark fiber to Canadian telco BCT.TELUS along a transcontinental route.

PSINet tuns ap dark·flber llak
28-Apr-l999 -lPoservices firm PSlNet ofHemdon, VL, this morning said it has activated a dark
fiber link stretching between New York City and Washington acquired liom Mettomedia Fiber
Network. The OC-48 link can carry up to 2.4 gigabits per second.

)fetromedla espnds relado.sllip witll AI"'nce
19-Apr-1999 -- New York-based dark-fiber firm Metromedia Fiber Network today said it has landed
the first customer along its Dallas area network; 11Ime1y CLBC operator A11egimce Teltcom, a
carrier based in Dallas. The agreement gives Allegiance c:onnec:tions between 14 central offices.
Allegiance a1relIdy utilizea network capacity &om Metromedia in the New York City area.

Metromedla lakl pact witll Level 3
14-Apr-1999 - New York-based c1arIc-fiber firm Mettomedia Fiber Network has entered into an
agreement to supply IP telephony carrier Level 3 Communications with local network capacity in the
New York City and Washington areas. Level 3, which is building its own nationallP long-haul
backbone, has said it intends to offer IP-based competitive local services, as well. Metromedia's deal
with Level 3 is pegged at about 510 million.

Metroaaeclla naoaaces stock split
13-Apr-l999 - New York-based c1arIc-fiber CLEC firm Metromedia Fiber Network Inc. announced
this momiaa that its board ofdirectors has approved a two-for-one stock split of the company's class.
A and class B shares. The stock dividend is slated to be issued to shareholders ofrecord as ofMay 3.

Metrolln", npor1I year'" ....aa, uaCMIHel GeI'JllU opus_ p....
18-Mar-l999 - New York-ba8ed dark-tiber firm Metromedia Fiber Network this momina reported
its 1998 revenues hit 536.4 millioD, compared to revenues of52.5 mi1lion during 1997. The carrier's
1998 net iDcome was nearly $1 million, compared to a net income 1011 of526.3 millioa during 1997.
Meanwhile, Mettomedia announced this week that its German subaidiary ~lans to collltrUl:t a fiber
optic system in Fl'lIDldbrt's Nn!cjDg and brokerage diatrict. The network WIn be Metromedia's first
intracity network in a ma,jor Eutopean market. .

MetroIIIedIa, T1Dle Waner TeIecolD readl pact
9·Mar-1999 - Dark fiber CLEC firm Metromedia Fiber Network says it hal signed a 2G-year
agreement to leaae fiber-optic: capacity stretching into New York aad New Jersey to CLEC operator
Time Warner Telecom. Ofti~ials at Time Warner Telecom say they piau to begin offerina local, LD

http://www.clec.comIlatestiClecNewsSearch.ctin 7/20/99
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( BW)(NY-METROMEDIA-F1BER-NTWK)(MFNX) MetromedJa Fiber Network MDoaDCeI
557 MiIIloD Dark FIber CODtract wldl Focal CommaDleado•• Corporado.-" .'

Business Edilon

NEW YORK·-(BUSINESS WlRE)-JIIIIe IS, I999-·Met:romedia Fiber N_ork, IDe. (NASDAQ:MfNX) today
announced the sipina ofa 2o.year..ment valued al a mininwm ofSS7 minioa 10 provide dark fiber 10 Focal
Communicalioos Corporation (Focal). Under the _ of the :.cmeat, Focal will pill acc_1O hip.speed, hiP.
bandwidth, local loop infI'ulruclWe aetOSI aU ofMeaomedia N s Tier 0IIe mebopoliWl un markets m the
Uniled States.

Focal, a compttilivelocal eltC~ carrier (CUC). bu recently _edkey inilialivea 10 expand ilS busm
strale8Y. MetJOmedia Fiber NetWOrk s dedicaled fiber-opcic ioftulructuIe win eoahIe Focal 10 cost-effectively control a
porlioa of ilS lnIIIPOfl capacity wbi1e meeliDa inmuiD& tnftk: levell__deuwad.

"Securina dark fiber tnaspOrl c8l*ily from MebOllllidia Filler NetWOrk is aa imporWll~I ofour busm
Strale8Y expaasiDll," said Roben Taylor.~ _ chiefeuculive offtcer ofFoi:aL "MFN's fiberc_directly
inro key _ buildinp _ central ofticel alIowiDlllllO "laiize oa our reiatjmshipa willi exilq _ poleIIlia1
cus~ by Pf(I¥idina lbem willi the 1alest in dala, voice _ colocalioa servicea.•

"This conrict willi Focal is fIu1ber evideDc:e ofdie criUcal role dial Metromedla Filler NetWOrk is piaYiD& in die
developmenl of dle cDlllp8lilive _ ..icalioaa market aalioawide,• S1a.-d Howud Finkelltein, president of
Metromedia Fiber NetWOrk. "Their decision sbow_ die appeal ofour hip.baadwidlb, _tered dark fiber solulioa
as an alternalive 10 die incumbent's local _ork.•

Aboul MetJOmedia Fiber N_ort
MCttomedia Filler N_ork is bui1dina meoopoliWl fiber optic ioftulructuIe in die local loop in StrateP: Tier 0IIe

mukelS, enablinl teebDoloaicaUy sopbillica.-d orpoizalioas 10 implement die Ia_ data, video, Internel_ multimedia
appliealioos. By offeriD&.virtually "nlimited, uwuelllied bllldwiddlal a fixed cost, Met:romedia Fiber NetWOrk is
eliminatinll the bIIIdwiddI barrier _ redefinina the way broodbutd 'ty is sold. Ulilizina Met:romedia Fiber
Network's in1ias1rUc:lWe, cllllOmerS are able lO tapidly deploy SlIIte-O::optical_orks. Cottumnicalioas carriers
and Internel Service Providers gain local loop COiIiillCUvity 10 the _ hilblbpOpuIaled mebopoliWl areas. Corporale
and lIovernmenl ClISlomeiS benefit from private bui1diq.to-bui!dina nelWOr fealuriDI die Cutesl blilSiilj..ion speeds
available _ die hillhesllevell of reliability and security. For more informalion about Met:romedia Fiber Network, please
visil die company'sWeb silll at www.ii1iiiflI.com.

This news rel_ contains forwarcl-lookiD& statemenlS dial involve risks _ uncertainties. Facrors dial could cause or
contribute 10 sucb risks _ uncenaiiilies include. bul are DDt Iimi.-d lO.lIeneral~ _ bIIIm- coaditioas, .
compelilioD, cbanges in teebnoioaY _ medIoda of marketing, _ variOlll odler ticlOrs beyond lite Company's control.
This also includes sucb facrors u described from lime to lime in die SEC reporlS filed by MetJOmedia Fiber Network,
includinll die moat recendy filedF~ lo.K._ IOQ.

About Focal ('.oJDmnnicalioas CorpoAlion
Focal Cornmunicalioas Corponlioa, beaclquutered in Cbicaao. isa faciJilin.bued cOllllllllilicalioas provider dlat

offers data, voic~ _ coIocalion senicaa 10 .... COI)IOnlioaI, m- service providers _ value-added leSellen.
Focal cumnlIy servic.. 121arae. melI'OIIOIIWl iDarkelI and bat UiIICIUiiC8d planllO deploy service in alOla1 of20
mukelS aaliollwide by die end..:J.t:.1000. -:ruiD& SO meDopoIillIIi S1alistical area.

~~u::~~m:c;a~ocg;;.m:e:..7~Contaittaforward-Iookins S1atemeDU. Focal's
fulWe performtlllCe is IUbjec:le:rm-an. risks _ uncerlaintieI tIIat cou1cl_lIClIW~ 10 diMalIe SIlbsWlliaUy
from !bose diac:IIINd ill dille ConrIrd-Iookin& S1ateiillntl. Faceon dial could impoct tIalure~ include but are nol
limi.-d lO: succ:8IafItl euc:ulioa ofFocaI'a ellp lIMe aetiviliea into new ......Ipbic ..ulloa alimet)' _ coat
effective buiJ; dle succ:8IafItl inD:oob.1ioa aDd~ ofvoice _ daIa service oft'orinp on a limely and cost- .
effective buiJ; dae pace at whicb new ~wnpe"'" enter Focal's exiIlinI- plamled arkels; compelilive respoases of
odler carriers; exec:ulioa ofin~apwiillntl widI incumbent local~ canim on _ satisfactory 10
Focal; accepWlCe ofdie Focal's servicea by new _ exiatlnll cunomen; Focal's abiIily lO raise suftlcient~ta1 on
acceptable terms _ 011 a limeIy buia; die oulC _ of Iepl and rep1aIory proceedillp~ leciploc:al
co~oa for InterneWeIallid ca1Ia; die abiIily 10 allIlICt and relaiD ta"'tJl!od emplDywl; etrective _ ........1of
adJnJDisnlive......ical_ operalioasl is.- pi I I dod by Focal's expuajm plane; our abiIily lO addtaa auc:cessfitlly

.Year 2000 remediation is.-1Dd Focal's abiIily to aucceaftt11y __ dfbta, inaIa11 swilcbina e1eclrOnica, _ ob1ain
lite use of fiber tranaport fociJitiea _ aay requind gov.-la1 ..dIorizalioa, ti'aDdIia-,UIlfJlGiiIila, aU in a limely
manner, al rea.-ble COIlS and on saliafaclOrY temD_ condilioas, u wen u tep\Itory,legiaJalive_judicial
developments dial could cauaellCllW ~lIlO dift'er -wty from die tIalure reIuIlI indicaled. expxessed or implied, in
sucb forward-looIting s_lS. Invators are direc:ted lO examine Focal's SEC fiJittp, wbicb more ful1y describe die
risks _ uncertainlies associa.-d widI Focal's busiMla

bttp:/Iwww.buaineaawiJe.comlwebboxlbw.06159911208163.1tlIII 0712011999
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( BW)(NY-METROMEDIA.FlBER·NTWK)(MFNX) Metromedla Fiber Network MDouDees
Fint Dilla Custo.......,..·

Business a: Hi-Tech Editors

NEW YORK-(BUSINESS WIRE)-Apri119, 1999

Allegiance Telecom to Take Adv......of
Fiber Optic 1DfnstnlCture tIuoua\IoUt MeIrapolitaD Area

Metromedia Fiber Network, IDe. (NASDAQ:MFNX) today IIIIICMIIICed tbat Al\qiIace Telecom (NASDAQ:ALGX)
will become lhe first CUI_to take IdvIDtqe of lhe compgy'. Soudlwest 1oca11oop iIIIiutructure. 1biI cOlllnCt
repretellll Mea-m& Fiber Netwodt'. _ODd dark fiber ...........widl AlIqiaact Telecom. Ptniously,.die
company_~ it wou\d provideA~ widl dark fiber iaftulrucIure in 1M New York mallOPOI- area.

Metromedia Fiber Network CODllrUCII biI\l-bIDdwidtI fiber optic aetWOrb in major Tier ODe mallOP01ItaD-.
providina III aI_tive 1oca11oop iDlrulructtn to CLECs aad otbIr r_'aicllioal CIIriIn. Metromedil Fiber
NetWork will provide AIJeaiuIce a rial b..ed DetWork.c~e-major clIIItra1 oftlces II well .. key centers
oflNsiness, flDuce aad tee_ioIY IJlI'nniJII die DaJIas m&IIOPOlitaD area, inc~RicbInIIotI. Farman 8_11 aad
Irvina, Texu. Utilizina Metromeaia Fiber~" cIedica.t iDlrulructtn, A\lqilDce CID serve ill~ iD die
DaJIas CoIIIIty ,..pm usinI a ODe buIIdred~ privale fIber·baed aetwork tbat ia f'ut, reliable, secure aad capable of
supporting lhe _t advaaced lelee_nlC'atiODltee_1oties available today.

"Danu Councy is ODe of lhe f_ powiq markeII in T-. atb'lletiDlalllltllber of Dew biP·teeb aad informatioa
<!epe1IdeDt fmanoe aad service orpaizationa. aad drivinl incnued deiDaDd for complexc~tiODl ..me-.•said
Howard Finkelslein, pnsideDt ofM~Fiber Network. "By Ieuina dedica.s dark fiber aetworks in die local loop.
woi are eaab1iDg lhe excitin& new breed ofleleeommuaicuiona curim lib A1Iqiaace Telecom to access dIese
burgeoaiag teleeonummic:atiODI markeII rapiclIy aad coat-efl'ec:tively. We're pIeaMd tbat A\leaillU:e 1Iu becoma a
secoad-time customer aad dlriUed to lIItlOWICe diem II die tint CLEe to take lcIvIDlIae ofour Dallu iDliutrue:ture.· 
more· Page 2 MFN/AlIegiance Telecom Releue

About Allegiuce Telecom

AlIegilDce is a facilities-baed competitive local exclwtae carriet 1IeadcIuarteted in Da\Iu, Texaa. The Company'. web
address is www.al\eJiaace.com. AUegiance'. commoa stock is traded oa die NASDAQ Natioaal Market UDder die
symbol ALGX.

About Metromedia Fiber Network

Metromedia Piber Network ia buiIcIiq maaopolitaD fiber optic iaftutructure in 1M 1oca11oop in IIntegic Tier ODe
markets, eaabIiDI ~\osiCa\Iy JIIII'ri'tice" OI1amncioollto imp'-t die lateR data, video, iatemet aad multimedia
applicatioas. By otreriDavinllally ,mUmillacl, _leled budwicIdIa.a fixed coat, Metromedla Fiber Network is
eliminatin& die lIudwidlb blIrricr aad RdafIaiaI die way btoadbaad c:apaciIy ia solcL

UtiIiziq MI\1lQIIIIdia Piber Netwod'i itIfrutNc:1ure. cultomen are IbIe iI:I rapicIIy deploy stalIt-of·dIe-art optica\
networks. e-icatioew carrietI aad hdImat Service ProvicIen pin 1oca1 loopC-:~die IIIOIi biP1y
popu1a.t mattapo1ilD-.Colpuc. aad lO"e-CUltomeiI~ ft:omprivate . . .to-bUi1ClIDS aetworks
felltUria& lhe fIIInt tmwniuioli ....available aad die 1Iipeat levela ofrelilbiIily aad security. In addilioa to ill
curreat aatioDwide .......... in Ii tIIIIjor US cideI, Melloalidia Fiber Network ia -m, die iIIterDaticlQallDlrket widl
~ optic aet....tbIIiIdI in (Jell••Y. aad 1M proviaioIl oflnItIAlIIIIlic bIallwicllll c:apaciIy dirouI1I1DtematioaaI
Optical Network (ION). ajoiat vetI1ln widl Racai Teiec:om oCtile UDitecl JCiDadom. Por more informatioa about .
Metromedia Fiber Network, p.... visit die c aiJilDy'. Web site Ii www.Jlllllfti.com.

Thilnewa releue coataiDI cenaia forward-loOkinI ......... tbat iDvolve riib aad uacetiUIties. Factors tbat could
cause or cOllbibUte to sucll riab aad~ _hide, but.. DOl IimitIcl ta, ae-aI ecOllOlllic aad lP.....
coadilioas,~c~ in~ioIYaad maibocIa ofdllllcetiDlo aad variaua otbIr &ctora beYoad die
CompIDy'. COiIlIOL T1Iia also IDCIudea IIICIlIKtan u cIeacribecl ftom tltae to lima in die SEC reporII fl1ecI by
Metromeclia Fiber Network. inc1udiDa die IIIOIi receatIy filed Form 10K..

--30·-tia/ny·
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( BW)(NY-METROMEDIA-FIBER-NTWK)(MFNX) BeD AtlaDtic aDd Metromedla
Fiber Network ReiCh LaDdmark AlreemeDt to Facilitate Fiber Distribution In Bell
Atlantic CeDtral Offices .'

Business & Hi-Tech Editors

NEW YORK--(BUSINESS WIRE)-lune 14.1999

Agreement Will Provide CUC Customers with Rapid and
Cost-Effective Dark Fiber Connectivity Inside Bell Atlantic
Central Oflk:es

~etromedia Fiber Network, Inc. (NASDAQ: MFNX) and Bell Atlantic (NYSE: BEL) have signed
an unprecedented agreement that enables Metromedia Fiber Network (MFN) to implement dark fiber
connectivity withia all Bell Atlantic central offices.

This industry-tint accord provides a fast, efficient way for competitive local exchange carriers
(CLECs) to enter the local telecommunications market by allowing these CLECs to utilize MFN's
fiber to connect directly to Bell Atlantic's network or another CLEC's network.

Under the aareement, Metromedia Fiber Network will insta1I hundreds of'dark fibers' in Bell
A!lantic's equipment buildings (central offices or COS) but will not be required to locate the lines in a
separate area \mown u a collocation cage or space. Dark fibers are fiber optic strands that provide
virtually unlimited bandwidth for the transmission ofdata, video. voice and multi-media
communications services.

This innovative arrangement, jointly developed by Metromedia Fiber Network and Bell Atlantic, is
a first between a regional Bell company and a fiber provider. Never before hu a non-incumbent local
exchange carrier been able to deploy an inventory of fiber lines in an incumbent's CO without having
to lease a collocation cage or space. MFN will now be able to pull a single. high-eapacity cable to a
universally accessible distribution point withia Bell Atlantic's portion ofa central office and sell the
lines directly and efficiently to CLECs and other carrier customers.

Bell Atlantic and Metromedia Fiber Network will conduct an initial trial ofthe service in five Bell
Atlantic central offices in New York City. Upon successtul completion ofthe trial. MFN plans to
offer connections in more than 100 Bell Atlantic COS in New York, Philadelphia, Washington, D.C.
and Boston u well u in key COs and tandem switching centers withia the Boston to Wubington,
D.C. corridor. MFN also plana to eventually expand fiber optic infrastructure availability in other
central offices in Bell Atlantic'. region.

"We're exl1emely excited by this agreement with Bell Atlantic." said Howard FiDkelsteiD. president
ofMetromedia Fiber Network. "It creates a framework that complements Metromedia Fiber
Network'. busiD_ strate&Y ofbecoming the infrastructure provider ofchoice for CLECs, DSL
providers, ISh and other carriers competing in the dynamic communications marketplace.

"The scope ofthe new opportunity i. sipUficant because ofwbat it bas created for carrier
customers and because it creates a model for the creation of fiber connectivity to central offices
throughout the country." added Finkelstein.

With Metromedia Fiber Network'. high fiber count optical inftutructure available in key central
offices. CLEC. will gain immediate. unrestricted and urunetered bandwidth connectivity in these
vital communications centers, further increaing time to market and COlt advantages.

According to lack Go1dberB. president ofBell Atlantic's Telecom Industry Services, "the
innovative service enables fiber providers to quickly and cost effectively compete with J;kll Atlantic
to provide connections between central offices \mown u interoffice l1ausport facilities.

"Our negotiations with Metromedia Fiber Network have resulted in an origiDal solution that can
serve u the foundation for direJ:t fiber connectivity in Bell Atlantic central offices," said Goldberg.
"This win not only provide more options for CLEC. entering the market, but it will further promote
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the development and availability ofcutting-edge communications packages that combine voice. video
and data services."

Finkelstein said: "Our thanks SO to the FCC as well as the New York State Public Service
Commission and Bell Atlantic for working with us to make this agreement possible. The creative
framework to which Bell Atlantic and Metromedia Fiber Network aireed was the result ofover one
year ofsteady negotia&ioDa and indicates a true commitment to increasing the competitive landscape
ofcommunications in the region."

About Bell Atlantic
Bell Atlantic is at the forefront of the new communications and information industry. With 43

million telephone access lines and nine million wireless customers worldwide, Bell Atlantic
companies are premier providers ofadvanced wireline voice and data services. market leaders in
wireless services and the world's largest publishers ofdirectory information. Bell Atlantic companies
are also among the world's largest investors in high-growth global communications markets, with
operations and investments in 23 countries.

Internet Users:
Bell Atlantic news releases. executive speeches, news media contacts and other useful information

are available at Bell Atlantic's News Center on the World Wide Web (http://www.bLcom).To
receive news releases by email, visit the News Center and register for personalized automatic
delivery ofBell Atlantic news releases.

About Metromedia Fiber Network
Metromedia Fiber Network is buildinl metropolitan fiber optic infrastructure in the local loop in

strategic Tier One markets, enabling technologically sophiaticated organizations to implemmt the
latest data, video, internet and multimedia applications. By offering virtually unlimited, unmetered
biDdwidth at a fixed cost, Metromedia Fiber Network is eliminating the bandwidth barrier and
redefining the way broadband capacity is sold.

Utilizing Metromedia Fiber Network's infrastructure, customers are able to rapidly deploy state-of
the-art optical networks. Communications carriers and ISPs gain local loop connectivity to the most
highly populated metropolitan areas. Corporate and sovernment customers benefit from private
building-to-building networks featuring the fastest transmission speeds available and the highest
levels ofreliability and security. In addition to its current expansion in 12 major North American
cities. Metromedia Fiber Network is enterin, the international market with fiber optic network builds
in Gennany, and the provision oftransatlanttc bandwidth capacity. For more information about
Metromedia Fiber Network, please visit the company's Web site at www.mmli1.com.

This news release contains certain forward-looml statements that involve riska and uncertainties.
Factors that could cause or contribute to such riska and uncertainties include, but are not limited to,
general economic and business conditions, competition, changes in technology and methods of
marketing, and various other factors beyond the Company's control. This also includes such factors as
described from time to time in the SEC reports filed by Metromedia Fiber Network, including the
most recmtly filed Forms 10K and IOQ.
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( BW)(NY-METROMEDIA-FIBER-NTWK)(MFNX) Metromedla Fiber Network
Creates Coast-to-ebst Optical Network Virtually Overnlaht

Business and Technology Editors

. NEW YORK-(BUSINESS WIRE)-May 24, 1999-Metromedia Fiber Network, Inc.
(NASDAQ:MFNX) today announced the creation ofa nationwide fiber optic network connecting the
company's current and planned Tier One metropolitan areas.

The company leveraged its local fiber '?Ptic inthlstructwe in an alliance with Williams
Communications Group, Inc. to create a diVerse coast-to-eoast netWOrk. The transactions with
Williams, combined with previously IIUIOWlCed in1iuttuc:ture agreeD1f111ts, bring Metromedia Fiber
Network's total intercity infrastructure to more than 18,000 route mi1el.

The company also announced that Williams chose Metromedia Fiber Network as a primary
intracity dark fiber provider in all ofMFN's current Tier One metropolitan areas as well as several
future MFN markets nationwide. Through Metromedia Fiber Network's broad metropolis ..,.
reach, Williams will gain direc:t dark fiber ac:eess to hundreds ofstrateaic buildings in thlle markets.

The transactions, which are subject to completion and execution ofclefinitive agreeD1eots, include
dark fiber leases and maintenance components valued at more than $230 million to each party. as
well as

a component for an as yet to be determined amount ofco-location space. In addition, Williams has
agreed to lease direct dark fiber connections to at least 250 buildings for a minimum of$87 million.
The transactions extend over a 2o-year tenn.

"This state-of-the-art national telecommunications network is a perfect complement to our proven
strategy ofbuilding out hiih-eapacity optical networks in major metropolitan markets." said Howard
Finkelstein, president ofMetromedia Fiber Network. "Our alliance with Williams enables us to take
another major step in our mission to solve the bandwidth scarcity problem. Customers with multiple
locations can now benefit from secure. reliable and fast building-ta-building connections. whether .
those buildings are across the street or across the country."

Similarly, Williams is able to optimize its own intercity in1tastnJcture by taking advantage of
Metromedia Fiber Network's extensive metropolitan ..,. networks to provide its customers with end
to-end capacity. Moreover, Metromedia Fiber Network will provide Williams with direc:t dark fiber
connectivity to numerous buildings in the company's local markets through its Optical Access Ramps
(OARs) that connect Metromedia Fiber Network's supertrunk fiber backbone into specific: building
locations. These OARs enable pure photonic transmission ofvoice, data and video that far surpasses
transmission over existinJ phoDe lines in terms ofspeed and clarity.

"These agreements set the stage for a long-term, strategic relationship for our two companies and
perfectly complement OlD' wholeule capacity focus. Some ofour carrier customers, in fact, already
have local connectivity through Metromedia Fiber Network," observed Howard E. 1anzen, president
and CEO ofWil\iams Commullic:ations. "The alliance leverages the competencies ofWilliams in
building and operating a iong-haul, nationwide broadband network with MFN's expertise in
constructing metropolitan ..,. networks and ac:eessing buildings."

About Williams (NYSE:WMB)

Williams, through its subsidiaries, provides a full range ofcommunications and energy services.
. Williams Communications owns and operates a nationwide fiber-optic network, sella. iDItalla and

maintains communications equipment and provides other services throughout the United States and
Canada. Williams information is available at www.wil\iama.com.

About Metromedia Fiber Network

httD:I/www.businesswire.comlwebboxlbw.OS2499/1173384.btm 7/20/99



Metromedia Fiber Network Creates Cout-to-Cout Optical Network Virtually Overnight Page2of2

Metromedia Fiber Network is building fiber optic infrastructure in the local loop in strategic Tier
One markets, enabling tcchnoloaically sophisticated organizations to implement the latest data.
video, internet and multimedia applications. By offering viJ1ually unlimited, wunetcrcd bandwidth at
a fixed cost, Metromedia Fiber Network is eliminating the bandwidth scarcity barrier and redefining
the way broadband capacity is sold.

Utilizing Metromcdii"Fiber Network's infrastructure, customers are able to rapidly deploy state-of
the-art optical networks. Communications carriers and Internet Service Providers gain localloqp
cOMcctivity in the most highly populated metropolitan &feU. Corporate and government customers
benefit from private building-ta-building networks festuring the futest transmission speeds available
and the highest levels of reliability and security. In addition to its current nationwide expansion in 12
major US and Canadian cities, Metromedia Fiber Network is entering the international market with
fiber optic network builds in Germany, and the provision oftransatlantic bandwidth capacity through
International Optical Network (ION), ajoint venture with Racal Telecom ofthe United Kingdom. For
more information about Metromedia Fiber Network, pleue visit the company's Web site at
l!ttp://www.rnmftt.com/.

This news releue contains certain forward-looking statements that involve risks and uncertainties.
Factors that could cause or contribute to such risks and uncertainties include, but are not limited to,
general economic and businesa conditions, competition, changes in tcclmology and methods of
marketing, and various other factors beyond the Company's control. This also includes such factors u
described from time to time in the SEC reports filed by Metromedia Fiber Network, including the
most recently filed Form Io-Q.

--30--mj/ny· bk

CONTACT: For Metromedia Fiber Network
Media Relations:
Gibbs & Soell, Inc.
Gary J. Gatyas, Jr., 212/697-2600
ggatyas@gibbs-soell.com

or
Company Contact:
Metromedia Fiber Network
Ellen Strahs Fader, 212/606-4389
efader@metrornadiacompany,cgm

or
For Willi~s Communications
Media Relations:
Williams Communications
Lynne Butterworth, 918/573-3692
lynne.butt·rworthlwillilms.com
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Metromedia Fiber Network to Provide Level 3 Commurncations with High-Capacity Local.. Page I of 2
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( BW)(NY-METROMEDIA-FiBERILEVEL-3)(MFNX)(LVLT) Metromedia Fiber
Network to Provide"Level3 Communications with Hip-eapaeity Local Loop
Connections in the New York and Washinlton, D.C. MetropoUtan Areas

..

BusinessiTechnology Editors

NEW YORK-(BUSINESS WIRE)-April 14, 1999-Metromedia Fiber Network, Inc.
(Nasdaq:MFNX) today announced the signing ofa contract to provide Level 3 Commlll1ications. Inc.
(Nasdaq:LVL1) with local loop inthlstructure in the New York and WlShington, D.C. metropolitan
areas. As Metromedia Fiber Network's newest dark fiber carrier customer, Level) will lease high
speed. high-bendwidth optical in1i'astructure enabling it to access these markets quickly and cost
effectively. The agreement is valued at approximately $10 million and specific terms were not
disclosed.

~Metromedia Fiber Network continues to playa critical role in bringing the benefits ofhigh-speed.
higb-capacity optical networks to the local loop: said Howard Finke\l&ein, president ofMetromedia
Fiber.. Network. "Because the traditional ILEC networks are so bandwidth prohibitive, Level) and
other major carriers continue to seek more cost effective methods when accessing major metropolitan
areas. Utilizing our dark fiber in.frastructure allows carriers to accomplish this and access Tier One
markets faster." .

Metromedia Fiber Network is constructing high-bandwidth fiber optic networks in mlVor Tier One
markets. providing an alternative method ofaccess in the loca1loop for communications carriers of
all kinds. Metromedia Fiber Network's dark fiber in1i'astructure is capable ofsupporting various
advanced communications technologies that enable customers to deploy the most advanced data,
video. multimedia and Internet applications. In addition, the dark fiber network can support various
switching technologies including Asynchronous Transfer Mode (ATM), Voice over IP, Synchronous
Optical Network (SONET), gipbit Ethernet and Internet Protocol (IP).

Level) is buildin$ the first International network optimized for Internet Protocol technology. The
Level 3 multi-condult network will combine both local and long distance networks, connecting
customers end-to-end across the U.S. and in Europe and Asia. By leasing fiber infrastructure from
Metromedia Fiber Network, Level) can enter key local markets more rapidly, extending the reach of
its existing and future facilities-based optical network throughout the New YorklNew Jersey and
Washington D.C. regions.

About Metromedia Fiber Network

Metromedia Fiber Network is building fiber optic in1i'astructure in the local loop in strategic Tier
One markets, enabling technoloaically sophisticated organizations to implement the lateat data,
video, internet and multimedia applications. By offering virtually unlimited, unmetered bendwidth at
a fixed cost, MetIOmcdia Fiber Network is eliminating the bandwidth barrier and redefining the way
broadband capacity i. sold.

Utilizin, Metromedia Fiber Network's inthlstructure, cuatomers are able to rapidly deploy state-Of
the-art Optical networks. Communications carriers and Internet Service Providers gain local loop
connectivity to the most highly populated metropolitan areas. Corporate and government customers
benefit from private building-to-building networks featuring the fastest transmission speeds available
and the highest levels ofreliability and security. In addition to its current nationwide expanaion in 11
major US cities, Metromedia Fiber Network is entering the international market with fiber optic
network builds in Germany, and the provision of transatlantic bendwidth c:aplCity throulh
International Optical Network (ION), ajoint venture with Racal Telecom ofthe UnitedlCingdom. For
more information about Metromedia Fiber Network. please visit the company's Web site at
www.mmm.com.

This news release contains certain forward-looking statements that involve risks and uncertainties.

httD:I/www.busineuwire.com/webbox/bw.041499/1102500.htm 7/20/99



Metromedia Fiber Network to Provide Level 3 Communications with High-Capacity Local .. Page 2 of2

Factors that could cause or contribute to such risks and uncertainties include. but are not limited to.
general economic and business conditions. competition, changes in technology and methods of
marketin& and various other factors beyond the Company's control. This also includes such factors as
described from time to time in the SEC reports tiled by Metromedia Fiber NetWork, including the
most recently tiled Form IG-K.

--30--flb/ny'
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(BW)(NY·MlTltOMEDIA·nBERlLEVEL·3)(MFNX)(LVLT) Metromedla Fiber Network to
Provide Level 3 C0lI!!!!'alcadoa. "Ida Hlail-Capaclty Local Loop Coaaecdoa. ID tile New
York aad WUillaatoa, D.C. MetropolitaD Are..

BusinessfTechnololY Editon

NEW YORK-(BUSINESS WIRE)-April 14. 1999-Metromedia Fiber Network, IDe. (Nudaq:MFNXl today
anDOUIICeci the silDinl of a CODlrKIIll provide Level 3C~alioDa. IDe. (NudIq:LVLT) with (ocalloop
infrutrue:ture in the New York IIId Wubin.-. D.C. merropolillD areu. As Meuomedia Fiber Network's newest dark
fiber curier cus_. Level 3 willie... hi....speed. hi....baadwidlll optical infrulnlCture eDablinl it to access these
markets quickly IIId cost-effectively. The aP'C_t is valuedal approximately $10 million IIId specific terms were nol
disclosed.

"Meuomedia Fiber Network continua III playa crilical role in briJIIiDl the beDefi1a ofhi....speed. hiah-capacity
optical networb III the 1Dcal1oop.· said HoWlld FiDke1sleiD. presidelll ofMetromeclia Fiber Network, "Secause the
tradilionallLEC networks are so baDdwidlb probibilive. Level 3 IIId olber major curien cODliDue III seek more cost
effective medIocII wIleD accessina major mellopolillD areu. Uli1iziD& our dark fiber infrutrue:ture allows curien III
accemplisb Ibis IIId access Tier ODe markela f'uter.·

Meuomedia Fiber Network is cClllllrUCliDj biab-baDdwidlb fiber oplIc networks in major Tier ODe markets, providing
an alterDltive metbocI ofaccess in lbe local loop for c_'DicatioDl curien ofan kiDdI. MelfODlldia Fiber Network's
dark fiber infiaslIuc1uIe is capable of SlIp\lOI1iJII various advaDcecl cOllllllUllicalioDs teelIIIo1olin thaI enable cuslllmen to
deploy the lDOSl advlIICed data. video. multimedia IIId Intemel applications. In addltioD, lbe Clark fiber DelWork can
support various swilCbiDa teehnotopes inc1udiDl Asyncbroaoua Trmsfer Mode (ATM), Voice over IP. Syacbroaoua
Optical Ne~J;NET). gipbil Etbemel aaeflntemel Protocol (lPl.

Level 3 is . . the finlmterDltiona1 network oplimized for InterDel Protocol teehnology. The Level 3 multi
copduit network wi combine both localllld Ioal dislIDce networks, coDDeCliD& CIIIllllIlm ead-to-end across lbe U.S.
IIId in Europe IIId Alia. By leuinafiber infrutructure from Metromedia Fiber Network, Level 3 CID enter key local
markets more~Y. exteDdina the reacb of its exisqllld ftlture facilities-based oplIcaI network throughoUI the New
YorklNew Jersey IIId WasbiDgton D.C. regions.

Aboul Metromedia Fiber Network

Meuomedia Fiber Network is buildina fiber optic infrutructure in lbe local loop ill stralqic Tier One markets.
enabling teelmoJogicaily sopbialicated OfllllizabODS III implemenl the IaleSt data. Video, interDel IIId multimedia
applications. By offering virtually 1IlI1imiled, IIDIDClered budwidtb ala fixed cosl, Meuomedia Fiber Network is
eliminating die budwidlh burier IIId redeftaiDg the way broIdbaDd capacity is so1cL

Utilizing Meuomedia Fiber Network's infrullUCtUle. CIIIllllIlm are able III rapidly deploy state-of-the-art optical
networks. ComD1aicalioDs curien IIId InterDel s.rvice Providers pin IDcalloop ~~2'1I1ll the most higbly
populated menopolillD areu. CorponIlr IIId IOvernmeDl CIIIllllIlm beaefil from.private . . g-to-bui1dlD1 networks
featurial tbe fUleSlllUW"issioa SDeeds available IIId lbe highest Ievell of relisbilily IIId securUy. In addllioa to its
curreal DatioDwicle expansion in I f major US ciliel, Metromedia Fiber Network isea~ the interDllio.-t martel with
fiber optic DelWork builds in GenDIDy.1IId !be proviaioa oflraasadaDlic baDdwidlb CII*.ly through InterDllioDai
Optical Network (IQN). a joiDl veDIIn willi RacaI Telecom of lbe UailecI Kinldom. For mote iaformalioD aboul
Metromedia Fiber Network, p1eaIe viaildle Compally's Web site IIwww.~~

Tbia _ re1lue ........;. certain forwazd..looIdaa.-tbal invove~IIId IIIICerlIinlies. Facton thaI could
cause or cOlllribulle III such rilb-1IId lIIICeJlIiDlies inclucle. but are DOllimiled Ill. a-aJ ecoaomic IIId ""';_'
coaditioas, -..elidcla,~ ill teeIIao1on' IIId metbadI of-mtiaI. IIId varioua other facllln beyond lbe
Company's cODllOl 11Iia also mc1udeI such fii:lon u dacribed from time III time in lbe SEC reports fi1ed by
MetrOmedia Fiber Nee-k, inc1udiDllbe most receady fi1ed Form lOoK.
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( BW)(NY-METROMEDIA·nBER)(MFNX) Metromedla Fiber Network to Provide Time
WarDer Telecom witlJ)ark Fiber Network la New York MetropoUtu Area

Business EdilOn

NEW YORK-(BUSINESS WIRE)-Marcb 8, 1999-Meuomedia Fiber Network, 1Dc:. (NASDAQ:MFNX) today
ilMOWlCed!be addition o(Time Warner Telecom u ill_estcarrier~.MetnlaMdia Fiber Network will provIde
Time Warner Telecom with bilb-SDCed, biab-caPlcity d8rk ftber iaftuIructure in New York City 1IId!be New Jeney
metropolitan area (or a period 0(2() yan. 'time'Wamer Telecom ia in die procell oflluDcbilla ill local lelepbone
service for business customen in tbiI rqioD. 0Iber temlI o( die ..,eelllllll wen IlOl diacloled.

Metromedia fiber Network is cumndy clllll1rUCtinl~ ftber optic DllWorka in Tier One markelI.
providina an a1temalive inftaslrUClUre lO CLEe. and odIer C'O!!!!!!!'nicllioal carrien wiabiq lO provide local telepbone
service for business IIId residenlia1 CUSlOmen. 1be d8rk ftber iaftuIructure is capebIe ofSUJlIlOI1iuI varioul
commWlicalioDl teebnolosies. includinJ SONET, ATM and Voice over IP. and pnIVida carrien flexibility when
determining bow 10 best meet dleir subacribera' needa. By uli1jrinl Mea--dia Pk Network's inftaslrUCtUre, Time
Warner Telecom can exteDd !be reacb o( ill exialiDg faciIilies-bued ftber DIlWork for MrVinI medium lO Iarp businesses
in tile New York and New Jersey mellopolitan area. Time Wamer Telecom provides dedicated transport, Ioal distaDce.
high-speed dedicated Internet acCell and swiecbed terViceI.

"Meuomedia Fiber Network cogtjp,," lO playa crilicaJ role in brinJinI die bweftll ofcOlllpClitimllO die local loop,"
said Howard Fillkelsllein, presidenl o( Metromedia Fiber Network, "Time Wamer Telecom's deciaioD lO IIIe our d8rk
fiber inftasllUClUre IiudIer demoastrates die inbereDt value o(d8rk ftber u an aItlenlllive lO tndilioaaJ incumbent
networks. We're pleased lO acid them lO our growiDJ list o(telecOllllllUDicatio canier customen."

Aboul Metrornedia Fiber Network

Meuomedia Fiber Network is bui1cIiq ftber opeic infrutrucIun in die local loop ill atraIeJic Tier One markets,
enabling teelmoloaicaJly sopbisticated orguifttiou lO implelllllll die latest da1a, video,m- and multimedia
applications, By offerinJ virtually UIIIimi1ed, unmetered budwidtb al a fixed COlt, Metromeclia Fiber Network is
eliminating the bandwidth barrier and redetiniaa die way broIdbaDd caplCity it sold.

UliJizing Metromedia Fiber Network's inhastNctuIe, customen are able lO rapidly deploy _-o(-the-art optical
networks. COIDIIIUIIicaliODl carriers and Internet Service Providen pia local loop c_tivity lO die IIIlItt bigbly
POPUlated metropolitan areu. Corporue and goyemmeDt customen beDetit ftom ,private buiIcIina-to-building networks
te.turing the futest transmission speed8 available 1IId!be bilbest levels ofreJiabiJity and security. In additioD 10 ill '
currenl nalionw1de expansion in II major cities, Mellomedi& Fiber Network it~ enter the intenlalional markel
with a fiber optic network bui1d in Germany, and die proviaioll oftransadutlc . capKity tbroulb Internalional
Oplical Network (IO~int venlUre with RacaJ Telecom of the United,', Kina,·"dom.", For _ informalion aboul
Metromedia Fiber N please visit die corDJllllY's Web site at ~.Q!III/h.CCll!!-

This news release contains certaia fol nnl-1oOIting _ that involve risks and unc:-mties. FaclOn tbal could
cause or conttibute lO sucb risks and uaeataiDtin include, but are IlOl Jimited lO, geaeraJ economic and business
coodilions. coqlelition, ct:-fes in teebno1OlY and metbods ofmarketina. IIId various other fIcton beyoad the
Compuy's conllol. This also IIICIudes such fiClOn u described ftom lime lO lime in the SEC reporlI tlfed by
Metromedia Fiber Network, includina die IIIllII recently ftIed FOI1lI lo.Q.
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